
 

February 29, 2008 

 

Via Facsimile 

 

To the Members of the U.S. House of Representatives: 
 
The Computer & Communications Industry Association (CCIA) strongly opposes S. 2248, the 
“FISA Amendments Act of 2007,” as passed by the Senate on February 12, 2008.  CCIA believes 
that this bill should not provide retroactive immunity to corporations that may have participated in 
violations of federal law.  CCIA represents an industry that is called upon for cooperation and 
assistance in law enforcement.  To act with speed in times of crisis, our industry needs clear rules, 
not vague promises that the U.S. Government can be relied upon to paper over Constitutional 
transgressions after the fact.  !! 
 
CCIA dismisses with contempt the manufactured hysteria that industry will not aid the United 
States Government when the law is clear.  As a representative of industry, I find that suggestion 
insulting.  To imply that our industry would refuse assistance under established law is an affront to 
the civic integrity of businesses that have consistently cooperated unquestioningly with legal 
requests for information.  This also conflates the separate questions of blanket retroactive immunity 
for violations of law, and prospective immunity, the latter of which we strongly support. 
 
Therefore, CCIA urges you to reject S. 2248.  America will be safer if the lines are bright.  The 
perpetual promise of bestowing amnesty for any and all misdeeds committed in the name of 
security will condemn us to the uncertainty and dubious legalities of the past.  Let that not be our 
future as well. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Edward J. Black 

President & CEO 

Computer & Communications Industry Association 

 

 

 
 


