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To the Editor:
1 Thanks for your No
jor Technical Difficultie:
» | federal law updates req
i d broadband carriers to
: Eeir networks can be wiretapp
.« Itdoesn’t take working in the t
/| ogy industry to understand the pa
24/7 surveillance. The Foreign Inte
. gence Surveillance Act shows ‘ho
eavesdropping to combat terrorism\can
expand into spying on regular Ameri-
cans — with few checks and balances.

The international precedent is
other danger. American Internet com-
panies can hardly claim that releasing
user data contradicts our principles, if
they’re doing it here. Once tech compa-
nies develop capabilities to make spy-
ing easier across various devices, other
nations will mandate similar informa-
tion — only for less noble purposes.

We're interested in what these elec-
tion results mean for Internet privacy
and freedom of expression. Will propos-
als to increase government surveillance
of domestic phone calls and e-mail mes-
sages get these newly elected constitu-
tional fundamentalists worked up? We
hope so. ED BLACK

President and Chief Executive
Computer and Communications
Industry Association

5 Washington, Nov. 5, 2010




